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‘U'nere 1s therefore n2thing in the arcumen’ tha! because the
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artc.es are noi ot tne saue yescripiion Lhr’y do not come
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Into competition.  And besides it it had aay validity i
svould estabiish beyoud controversy, thattha conplaims a-
gainst the Penitentiary are unfounded. |

‘Uhat institution produces no goods like those manufactur-
ed by the weavers;and if the reasoning be sound, it proves,
what is In fact true, that the inzstizution does not com: into
confliet with their interests. -

Nor ts it believed that convict labor is cheaper than that
which is paid by the master-weaver to his journeyman.
The avesage price paid by them, for the last seven years,for
weaving Plaids, is three and « fourth cents per yard, as ap-
pears by their own statement,  The Execu.ive committee of
the Penitentiary, estimate the cos? of convict ludor to be sizly
eight cenls.per day, for effective hunds—(See their answer to
the 3(h 1nterrogatory.)  The task of an elfective hand, is

twenty yards in summer, and fifteen yards in winter, making

an average of scventeen and a half yards per duy the year
round, which is a fraclion less than four cents per yard for
weering.  ‘Fhe data on which this comparison is made,may
be seen in the testimony returned-to the House—{rom which
it appears, that convict labor is not so cheap as out-door
work of the same kind. The master-weaver pays only for
the work aclually performed, while @ multitide of circum-
Stusices concur Lo swell the pricz of labor in the Penitentiary.
« 1 ke first place, 1 must be remenbered, it is a large public
iastitution,controlled by public agents, who have no personal
sstezcstin its cconomy; and though they are faithful to their

73tz establishment.  Ia the next place. that stitution sup-
Loris many who are not effective laborers. By reference to
the-reports of the directors, 1t will be seen that a moiety, if
ust @ majority, enter the prison fora term not exceeding
two years; aud six menths are required, even by those who
are wiling, to learn the art of weavieg, even so as to be able
to pertorw a full task.  Thus, ore fourth of the time, he ig
unprofiiable (o the mstitution, if vot a sheer expense. In ad-
didon to tins, wany of the prisoners are old and decrepid,
. and occasionally mueh time s lost by s:ckness; and some are
mcapable of ever learning a trade. Al hisis a direct ex.

pense to thy insiiiuiton, which must be made vy by the
labor of the effective hands.  Considering all these circum-
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tre subsistence of the prisorers pay of keepers, cost oy
aaterizl, and interest, M may very reassnably be concluded
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